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About Better Ballot Georgia

Common Sense Solutions for a 
Healthy Democracy

➢ Founded in summer, 2020 as Non-partisan, 

educational group, organized in accordance 

with Section 501(c)(3)

➢ Volunteer-run

➢ Focused on educating and inspiring GA citizens 

to work towards fixing what’s broken in our 

elections processes.



➢ Georgia resident for 30 years

➢ Graduated from The University of Georgia, 2003, Political 
Science and International Affairs

➢ Former Congressional Candidate, U.S. House, Georgia 
District 7

mike.corbin@betterballotgeorgia.org

My Background

mailto:mike.corbin@betterballotgeorgia.org


Issues with The Current System

➢ Voters Are Losing Confidence 

➢ Negative Campaigns Targeted at Narrow Voter Bases

➢ Reluctance of Qualified Candidates to Run

➢ Constant Runoff Elections:

▪ Costly and Paid for by the Taxpayers of Georgia

▪ Limited Choices

▪ Significant Dropoff in Voter Turnout



How Georgia get here to begin 
with…? Blame Denmark.



➢ Discourages Negative Campaigning

➢ Eliminates Runoff Elections and voter attrition

➢ Solves the “wasted vote” problem

➢ Eliminates the “spoiler” effect 

➢ Elects the candidate with the broadest appeal

➢ Increases Candidate Participation for Women & Minorities

➢ Saves Millons of Taxpayer Dollars

Benefits of Ranked Choice Voting



Campaign Ad Civility - Georgia 2020 Runoff

➢ Almost 500 ads between general and 
runoff elections

➢ About 70% negative ads

➢ $450 million spent on ads

➢ Top ads ran 311-344 times PER DAY!

“Negative ads in Georgia Senate runoff race go from strange to absurd.” Barnini Chakraborty, Washington Examiner. 1/4/2021. 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/negative-ads-in-georgia-senate-runoff-race-go-from-strange-to-absurd/ar-BB1csZdY

More Civil Campaigns

Ranked Choice Voting



More Civil Campaigns

“There was relatively little elbowing 
and attacking because every 
candidate wanted to be the second 
choice of their opponents’ 
supporters.”

Former Minneapolis Mayor 
Betsy Hodges

Ranked Choice Voting



How Campaign Ad Civility Works - Alaska  2022 Primary 

➢ Mary Peltola (D) won by 
getting Republican votes 

➢ 29% of Begich votes went to 
Peltola in last round.

➢ Message of inclusion and 
broad appeal won out over 
divisiveness

▪ 50% of the Begich vote went to fellow Republican Palin in the final round.
▪ 21% of Begich voters picked no one as a second choice (or eliminated write-in)

Ranked Choice Voting



More Minority Representatives

Cities that adopted RCV Cities that did not adopt RCV

Before RCV

After RCV
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Data from Rank the Vote

Ranked Choice Voting



Men

Women
Men Women

Women’s Representation on City Councils...

After RCVBefore RCV

Data from Rank the Vote

More Women Representatives

Ranked Choice Voting



Common Sense Solutions for a Healthy Democracy

Runoff elections tend to bring out far fewer voters:

➢ Average 30-50% decrease

➢ Largest decrease tends to be among voters of color

➢ Greater decline in turnout for a candidate = almost certain loss

Runoff Turnout

Ranked Choice Voting



Common Sense Solutions for a Healthy Democracy

In six Congressional and 
four Statewide races 
requiring runoffs, an 
average of 62% of first 
round voters did not return 
to vote in the runoff.

Data based on voter totals reported by Georgia SoS

Georgia Primary 2022



GA CD7 - 1st Round of Primary – May 24, 2022

➢ 5 candidates

➢ 45,026 total votes cast

➢ Leading candidate received 18,546 votes or 

41.2% of votes cast

➢ Runoff required 



GA CD7 2nd Round Runoff – June 21, 2022

➢ Only 11,667 votes cast vs. 45,026 in 

primary

➢ Voter turnout dropped by 33,359 votes or 

74%

➢ Second place finisher in primary won 

with only 8,177 votes



My Personal Observations

➢ VOTERS SIMPLY DID NOT KNOW ABOUT THE RUNOFF!!

❖ Lack of voter awareness

❖ Confusion amongst voters “why was there a runoff?”

❖ Burden solely on the candidates to create awareness

❖ Frustrated voters – before and after

❖ Results not representative of the constituency at large

❖ Thousands of votes in the trash “wasted votes”



Common Sense Solutions for a Healthy Democracy

➢ How much did the Jan 5, 2021 Senate runoff 

election cost Georgia taxpayers…?

➢ Fulton County alone spent over $6 Million

Runoff Cost to Taxpayers

➢ Statewide estmates are roughly $75 Million



A Simple Solution:
Ranked Choice Voting

Also called Ranked Choice Voting



What Is Ranked Choice Voting?

It’s Simple!
➢ Decide which candidate you like 

best.
➢ Decide who else you would 

prefer after that. 
➢ Select those candidates in order 

on your ballot. 

It’s just like ranking your favorite 
songs, sports players, or foods. 



Common Sense Solutions for a Healthy Democracy



New York City Mayoral Primary - 2021



Alaska AGAIN! – At Large Congressional Election- 2022



So…What if we had RCV in Georgia in 2022?

➢ All 45k primary voters get their 

votes counted 

➢ No runoff needed

➢ Significant savings of time and 

money



Voters Use Rankings

of voters in NYC’s first RCV Mayoral 

Democratic Primary ranked multiple 

candidates.

of voters in Maine’s first RCV 

statewide Democratic Primary ranked 

multiple candidates.

of voters in Santa Fe’s first Mayoral 

RCV election ranked multiple 

candidates.

• 87%

• 87%

• 88%

https://fairvote.app.box.com/s/038bz15b80dlsc0mcsgtzxvs2yh4sfp7
https://fairvote.app.box.com/s/038bz15b80dlsc0mcsgtzxvs2yh4sfp7
https://fairvote.app.box.com/s/038bz15b80dlsc0mcsgtzxvs2yh4sfp7
https://fairvote.app.box.com/s/038bz15b80dlsc0mcsgtzxvs2yh4sfp7
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Common Sense Solutions for a Healthy Democracy

➢ Mandates RCV for military 

and overseas voters in 

Georgia elections.

➢ Framed by sponsors as a 

way to eliminate the 9-week 

runoff period in federal 

elections

Georgia SB 202 passed in 2021

https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/legislation/document/20212022/200015



Common Sense Solutions for a Healthy Democracy

➢ RCV / RCV does not currently conform to Georgia voting law. 

➢ State law requires simple plurality OR runoff elections between the top 

two candidates if none received > 50% of the votes. 

➢ Georgia General Assembly must pass legislation to allow municipalities 

and counties the option to use RCV. 

➢ House Bill 200 was dropped in the 2023 session. It gives Georgia’s cities 

the option to implement RCV / RCV.

Can GA Cities and Counties Use RCV?



Common Sense Solutions for a Healthy Democracy

GA Municipal Resolutions already passed

Johns Creek City of Atlanta



➢ As a Group:

• AAUW of GA endorses RCV concept for Georgia

➢ Individually: 

• Sign the petition

• Volunteer

• Make financial contributions

• Spread the word!

Our Ask Today



Common Sense Solutions for a Healthy Democracy

www.BetterBallotGeorgia.org
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